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Reading Comprehension

A) Read this article about the power of money. Then choose the correct answer to each question:
What Money Can Do

PARAGRAPH 1

What do you think when you hear the statement "They have money"? If you're like most people, you may immediately think of a family that lives in a big house, drives a big car, wears the latest designer clothes and eats at expensive restaurants seven nights a week. Such people don't have to stick to a budget and they certainly don't worry about making ends meet. In many cultures, having this kind of money is considered a very admirable thing. It is proof that the family members are smart and that they have worked hard to better themselves. People in the community usually think highly of them and often point them out as role models for their own children.

PARAGRAPH 2

A second benefit of having money is the shelter it can provide. The world is an extremely insecure place. There are no guarantees about what life is going to send our way. But, if we have a moderate amount of money, we can create some everyday comforts for ourselves and also begin to plan for the future. Probably, the most basic need anyone has is a safe place to live. Everyone wants to earn enough money to rent or buy a home in a good neighborhood. Once that level of security is reached, people begin to think about buying furnishings that will make the home attractive and comfortable. After taking care of these present necessities, the next step is often to start saving money for college or retirement. Using money in these ways can help protect a family from the insecurities of life.

PARAGRAPH 3

One of the most rewarding things anyone can do with their money is to give some of it to charities that help people who are less fortunate. You may feel that you aren't able to give enough money to make a real difference, but this isn't really true. Large charitable organizations get most of their support from the thousands of small donations they receive each year, not from the few larger gifts donated by millionaires. Financial support from individuals is central to the work of a wide variety of aid organizations. Some of these groups are looking for cures for serious diseases. Others help take care of people who have been left homeless by natural or manmade disasters. Still others focus on providing for the needs of young children who don't have enough food to eat or proper clothing to wear. There are plenty of places that desperately need help and any donation, no matter how small, is always appreciated.

PARAGRAPH 4

Have you ever heard the statement, "Money is the root of all evil"? Even though people can use money to solve problems, help others, and create a better world, it can also cause a lot of trouble. Some people become so obsessed with making money that they forget about the really important things in life. Some harried executives are putting in 15-hour work days and rarely spending any time with their families. Others use money to try to strengthen their self-image. They often max out their credit cards. But deep down inside, they still feel bad about themselves even though they are wearing the fanciest clothes and driving the most expensive car. And what about jealousy? It's very difficult to be rich and not find yourself the target of a great deal of envy.

PARAGRAPH 5

So what can money do for us? It can earn the respect and admiration of friends and neighbors. It can certainly make life safer and more pleasurable. It can also be used to help others who are in need. But in the end, it's clear that one thing money can't do is guarantee true contentment.

1 - "Money can cause problems" is the main idea of ____.
A) paragraph 1




C) paragraph 3
B) paragraph 2




D) paragraph 4
2 - "Money provides protection" is the main idea of ____.
A) paragraph 1




C) paragraph 3
B) paragraph 2




D) paragraph 4
3 - "Money generates respect" is the main idea of ____.
A) paragraph 1




C) paragraph 3

B) paragraph 2




D) paragraph 4
4 - "Money can help others" is the main idea of ____.
A) paragraph 1




C) paragraph 3
B) paragraph 2




D) paragraph 4
5 - "Money can't buy happiness" is the main idea of ____.
A) paragraph 2




C) paragraph 4
B) paragraph 3




D) paragraph 5

6 - In paragraph 1, what do the words "making ends meet" mean?
A) overpaying for things they buy


C) having enough money to pay the bills
B) meeting with a financial adviser


D) squandering money
7 - In paragraph 4, what does "max out their credit cards" mean?
A) cancel all their credit cards

B) spend as much as they are allowed by the credit card companies

C) pay off all the money they owe on their credit cards

D) stop using their credit cards for a while
Vocabulary

B) Choose the correct answer:
8 - If you pay for something, you

A) think about it




C) foot the bill
B) hit it off





D) dump it
9 - A ____ directs the work of several other people
A) flight attendant




C) mail carrier
B) supervisor





D) fire fighter
10 - If there is chemistry between two people, they
A) don't understand each other


C) have a hard time getting along
B) share a lot of the same interests


D) like each other immediately
11 - Most cats are reluctant to
A) swim





C) be alone
B) eat fish.





D) clean themselves
12 - If you don't respond to other people's feelings, people may think you are
A) uninhibited





C) eligible.
B) insensitive.





D) compatible
C) Complete the paragraph below. Choose your answers:
	back-up plan
	consideration
	hazards
	warning system

	evacuation
	evaluation
	extent
	jeopardy



Everyone on the island knew that a storm was on the way, but most people didn't realize the (13) ____ of the danger. They knew of the (14) _____ of hurricanes-flooding, downed power lines, ruined houses. But, this time they were told nothing that bad would happen. The hurricane (15) _____ had indicated that there was a storm on the way, but a minor storm. Their latest (16) _____ of data on the storm showed that it would pass a hundred miles north of the island. The islanders breathed a sigh of relief-a little too soon. The weather forecasters hadn't taken into (17) _____ how unpredictable hurricanes can be. By noon on Monday, the weather reports had changed. The lives of the people on the island were in (18) ____. It was too late for (19) ____. So, they put their (20) ____ into action. Everyone rode out the storm in safe areas within school and hospital buildings. Luckily, no one was injured or killed, but a lot of property was destroyed.

D) Match the sentences parts that belong together:

21 - I'll have to  
22 - I'd love 
23 - I'm afraid 
24 - Let me think 
A) about it

B) check my calendar

C) I can't

D) to

Grammar

E) The following sentences contain defining and nondefining relative clauses. If the punctuation of the relative clause is correct, write C. If the punctuation is incorrect, rewrite the sentence correctly:

25 - My father ran a shoe store that was located near our house
26 - The store which was started by his grandfather employed four people
27 - Most of the shoes, that they sold, came from Mexico
F) The following sentences describe present and past unreal conditions. If the underlined verb form in the sentence is correct, write C. If it is incorrect, write the correct verb form in the blank:

28 - If I knew Jim's telephone number, I will call him up

29 - If Tanya has studied more, she would have passed the test

30 - If I had a car, I would drive to work

31 - Ali would take advanced physics if doesn't have another class at that hour

32 - If we had enough money, we can take a long vacation

33 - If I were you, I'd start saving my money

34 - If I knew it was you calling last night, I would have answered the phone
35 - I would go for coffee after class if I didn't have to go to work right away

Writing

G) Write a detailed paragraph about one of the statements below, agreeing or disagreeing with what it says. Explain why you agree or not. Give at least three reasons for your opinion along with explanations of your reasons. End your paragraph with a strong concluding sentence. Try to convince people to agree with you. (At least 250)
A) Fathers and mothers should share household chores and childcare equally

B) Single parent families cannot provide the social, emotional and financial support that growing children need
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      Answer Section

1 – D

2 – B

3 – A

4 – D

5 – B

6 – C

7 –B

8 – C

9 – B

10 – D

11 – A

12 – B

13 – extent

14 – hazards

15 – warning center

16 – evaluation

17 – consideration

18 – jeopardy

19 – evacuation

20 – back-up plan

21 – B

22 – D

23 – C

24 – A

25 – C

26 – The store, which was started by his grandfather, employed four people

27 – Most of the shoes that they sold came from Mexico
28 – would call
29 – had studied
30 – C
31 – didn’t have
32 – could take
33 – C
34 – had know
35 – C
